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Black Law Students 
Hold State Parley Here 
I n what coord inators called one o f the most productive gatherings of its kind . the National Black Law Stu-de nts Assoc ia tio n (BLSA) he ld its 
21st Annua l Northeast Regio nal Confer-
e nce in Buffalo d uring the spring semes-
te r. T he UB cha pte r o f BLSA was host 
fo r the four-day event, whic h attracted 
abo ut 225 minority students from 20 law 
schools. 
Founded in 1967. the nationa l organi-
zation has mo re tha n 200 chapte rs re pre-
senting almost every ABA-accredited law 
school in the country. with more tha n 
8,000 me mbe rs nationwide. 
The the me for the conference was 'The 
1990s: Bold Tactics for Libe ration:' Acti-
vit ies were he ld in the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. 
For the first time, a job fair was incor-
pora ted into the conference schedule to 
e nhance employme nt opportunities fo r 
mino rity law s tud e nts, acco rding to 
Mason P. Ashe '89, the n a third-year UB 
Law School student and regio na l di rec-
tor o f BLSA. 
Employers from the Buffa lo a rea a nd 
o ther parts of the country attended the 
convention a nd inte rviewed associa tio n 
me mbe rs. Inc luded were seve n o f Buf-
fa lo's m ajo r firms: Co h e n . Swad os, 
Wr ig h t , H a nifin. Bradfo rd & Bre t t; 
D a m o n & Mo rey: Hodgson. Russ. 
Andrews, Woods & Goodyear : Jaeckle, 
F le ischma nn & M ugel; Moot & Sprague: 
Phillips, Ly tl e, Hi tchcock, Bla in e & 
Hu ber: and Sapersto n & Day. 
Private a nd public-in terest law fi rms 
and sta te and federal agencies from Buf-
fa lo. Albany a nd Sy rac use a lso pa rtic i-
pated . Governm en t agenc ies in a tten-
dance inc lu ded the Fede ral Bureau o f 
City Court Judge Rose S coniers 73 addresses the conference. M ason I~ Ashe '89 sen'etl t l .\ ' cltuin uan. 
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Investigation and the state Departments 
of Health, Taxation & Finance, Transpor-
tation , Worke r's Compensatio n and State 
Police, plus the Division of Parole. 
A udrey Kosc ie lniak , coordinator o f 
the UB Career Develo pment Office, was 
the host law school representative , and 
Diana M. Harris '89, ELSA placement 
representative , was coordin ator o f the 
Job Fair. 
Tony Brown, television talk show host 
and c ivil righ ts activis t , spoke a t th e 
Awards Banquet. "We have to support one 
ano the r:· Brown told the st udents, ad-
monishing them to do business with othe r 
minorities. ··we can increase our power 
through our economic impact;· he said. 
The Hon. Rose H. Sconie rs "73, of the 
City Court o f Buffalo and a former presi-
dent of the UB Law Alumni Association, 
was keyno te speaker for the conference's 
Judicial Luncheon. 
Othe r conference highl ights included: 
• Julius Chambers , director and legal 
counsel, NAACP Legal Defense Fund , 
and Professor Muhammad Kenyatta of 
the UB Law School presented a panel dis-
cussion called "Assessing Civil Rights Lit-
igatio n - Past , Present and Future:' 
• Omoye Cooper, affirmative action 
officer of the New York State Division o f 
Parole , explo red the topic "Working for 
State/ Government Agenc ies:' 
• A pane l on career options included 
Aundra Newell , assistant dean for admis-
sions; Todd L. Cranford , law c lerk , Sixth 
Circuit; Jo hn Y. Elmore, assistant state 
attorney gene ral; Patric ia L. Irvin , pa rt-
ner at Milbank , Tweed, Hadley & McCloy; 
and law professor Judy Scales-Trent. 
• Twenty-four teams partic ipated in the 
Frede rick Douglass Moot Court Compe-
titio n. A team from UB Law School -
Emmanuel Nneji and Diana Harris. both 
1989 grads- was victorious. 
• Ins ta llat ions of new o ffi cers were 
£ mploynlt'nt imerview.v were cmu/uctetl at the conference. 
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he ld for the Minority Bar Association of 
Weste rn New York and th e North east 
region of ELSA. 
Corporate sponsors of the conference 
inc luded Barrister Information Systems 
Corp ., Ha rcourt Brace Jovanovich , Key 
Bank o f Weste rn New Yo rk , Goldome 
Bank , UB Law Alumni Association, Nor-
star N.A. , Marsh Bakeries and WKBW-
TY. Contributing sponsors of the Job Fair 
were Yale School of Law, the law firm of 
Ma lo ney, Ga llup , Roach , Brow n & 
McCarthy, P.C. , a nd Legal Services for 
the Elde rly, Disabled o r Disad vantaged 
o f Western New York In c. 
According to Ashe , the success of the 
confe rence .. was the result of a lot of hard 
work and many very dedicated boosters:· 
• 
